Sibling

children and family ministry veteran and ggr@ooties

| |
U.S. programs for Awam€ers advice on how parents
can strengthen these sibling relationshigsch{iah onl

could apply these principles to peers inbtiead.0f si

others and sisters have had trouble getting along with e]ac-ﬁeaCh them t-o .respect each o'ther's pqssfessions.
purage a sibling from grabbing a toyildirtg¥ a s

ther since the beginning of the human race. RemembePB5 . ; )
nd Abel? hand or @2borrowing® something when the oth#ér one is

around. (Of course, kids share possessiot'ss, and tha
But in spite of all the quarrels and quikibléis ishe sibling good. We're talking about sneak attacks!) Whenever
relationships will outlast most friendshipshé@siralnid sisters  they do borrow from a brother or sister, train them
will always be in our lives (though sadly,stmsémaation-  return the item in good condition or be honestyabou
ships are broken). scratches, stains or breaks.

As Christian parents, we have a responstatitydod relation- 2. Teach them to respect each other's Wihatis
ships, and yes, even friendships, betweehioda kideddle +  talked about at home + stays at home. Foyaostance,

continued on page 2
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4. Teach them to show courtesy to eact

) p |
\:/(I/; GU:L otherl Peter 3:8 tells us to love like brot X Answering

ers, showing courtesy, or humility. Enco ag . -
your kids to help and honor each other i Kids' Questions

continued from page 1 practical ways. If one sibling drops a cra A B O U T G O D

7-year-old is not permitted to tell her the other F)ne can pick it up for him. Ifa_
church friends that her preschool broft{ghing builds a block tower, the other sit 1g

made a mess in his pants at Cubbiest@n refrain from bumping it or kicking it By now, you can tell that your
The Bible warns against gossip, and down. These small gestures go alongw 7in preschool child loves to ask
sometimes kids who are good at keepiriguring relationships. questions + including questions
their friends” secrets think nothing of .\ iver of Proverbs desdribed that about God. Here's a typical

gossiping about their own siblings. Do

keth cl h 4). Y uestion and a way you might
your best to monitor healthy boundarSth eth closer than a bri8i4). Your d Yy g

among siblings. For example, your 4- s have sin natures. No matter what you do,answer it.
old is not allowed to enter her preteer%ey will still ®ght sometimes. Even so, let's try
sister's room when the door is closed®Y" best to help siblings form relationships ~ QUESTIOMhy can't| see God?
that will 2stick® during the hard times. It's time :

3. Teach them to avoid hurtful teasingo teach our kids some sibling stickiness! ANSWEFW? c.an't 'see God .
or hittingMany arguments between because He is invisible. He doesn't
siblings begin with inappropriate teasing. | .-\ a0 plus years of experience have a physical body like we do
In James, we read that the tongue is full QIT (John 4:24). Butoaesee what
deadly poison (James 3:5, 8). Ban name-m children and family ministry. She's

yp -2, ). also a mother of two and a arand- God does. We see the world that
calling or mean words from your kids' 9 H de. We | bout what H
vocabulary. Instead, model and teach theMether of six children. To hear more B
power of kind and gentle words. Enforce advice from Linda on a wide range eisl [ e Eifelis, (SRS A, e
gentle actions as well + since young of parenting topics, visit her blog at shows us how God acts (John 1:18).
children tend to express their frustration http://apparentlyblogging.awana.org.
through hitting or biting.

Parelm P a r k

A few parents share some of their own sibling stori

y £ nediately sat down on the od@My toddler loves to take care of her baby
always pushlng hIS 2-year-old brothevith his little brother and started givibgother, Oliver. She wants to check on
away, insisting on protecting his toy$im toy vehicles. He explained eachhim ®rst thing in the morning. If she gets
Out of desperation, | tried explainingone, what it does and where to drivedatcookie, she makes sure Oliver gets one
to him how much his younger brothérhe boys still have plenty of spats, biain. Of course, she copies everything | do
loves him, looks up to him and just | was encouraged that our older sonwith Oliver when she plays with her dolls
wants to do what he is doing. My oldeas able to understand and respondt feeding them, changing their diapers
lovingly toward his brother.° + Heathand even nursing!® + Saija
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Parent
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To help your child memorize a verse, Each time she calls, you must answer her
play a game similar to Marco Polo, callith the second part of the verse (e.g.,
Verse-0-Polo. To start, hide somewhef®% to come unto me.°). She will move

in the room while your child closes herto ®nd you as she hears your voice. To
eyes. When your child opens her eyesincrease the challenge, have her wear a
she must call the ®rst part of the versélindfold, or you can move to di€erent
(e.g., aSuffer the little children ¥4°). places in the room when she calls.

Hi, Cubbies!

Color this picture of a child coming to Jesus.

Do you know the verse Mark 10:14 from
your Cubbiekimpehandbook? Say it while
you color. If you don't know it, ask your
mom or dad to help you learn it.
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Reinforce Puggles club activities at home!

Many leaders play the two games below witatRugglé€heck with your Puggles leader to see what they do in
your club.) You and your Puggle can enjoy these games at home too! In addition, your child may feel more co
at club if he does these activities ®rst at home.

1. Puggles Parade 2. Toss and Say

Ask your Puggle to follow you as you move throughGently toss a beanbag to your child and say one of the precepts o
various rooms in your house. Start by walking, andtruths you have learned in Puggles (3God made everything,® 2Go
then march, hop, tiptoe, jog or crawl. For added the stars,® 2God loves me when I'm inside,° etc.). Ask your Puggle t
fun, make various animal motions and sounds asthe phrase as she tosses the beanbag back to you. Keep tossing the
you walk and let your Puggle mimic you. Play praiseéback and forth, repeating various phrases. Invite other members
music in the background. family to gather in a semicircle around you and join the game.
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