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Barna Research reports that 85 percent of parents 
of children under age 13 believe they have the primary 
responsibility for teaching their children about spiritual 
matters. But at the same time, very few parents have a 
strategy or plan for accomplishing that goal.

What hints would you give to the outside world about 

the purposes and activities going on inside?

Maybe you'd say: a full-service hotel and diner, a refuge 

and retreat, a loving yet crazy circus, a top-notch day care 

center, a family fun zone, an educational center. 

In reality, your home may be a little bit of all these 

things. But what if the sign you chose said ªdiscipleship 

centerº? What if the main function of your home was to 

raise disciples that know, love and serve Jesus Christ?

In Deuteronomy 6:5-9, God casts a vision for  

the home. He commands parents ®rst to love Him  

with their whole hearts and then to teach their children  

to love Him too. He calls families to talk about Him 

and His Word often, whether they are sitting at home, 

going out, lying down at night or waking each morning. 

Ultimately, God wants our love for Him to mark our 

entire lives and homes. His Word should be upon the 

posts of thy house, and on thy gates ± displaying a  

clear sign to all those around us. 

As a parent of a young child, you have a unique 

opportunity to build family foundations to guide 

future years. Begin making decisions NOW that shape your 

home more and more into a discipleship center. Parent 

Pause and Awana!  are here to help you in this vital task. 
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WHAT WOULD  
IT SAY?

I f  you  pu t  a  s ign  on  the 
 f r on t  doo r  o f  you r  home,
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Informal Talks and Activities
Each day o#ers numerous opportunities for conversations about God's truth. For example, when your child brushes 
her hair, tell her God knows how many hairs are on her head. Wow, God loves her that much$

Family Devotions
Read a picture Bible with your child before bed or lead a Bible drama night 
or praise sing-along for the family. Dr. Rob Rienow's book, God's Grand 
Vision for the Home, o#ers excellent tips for leading family worship as well as 
other practical ideas for turning your home into a discipleship center. You'll 
®nd this book and other family resources at www.awana.org/homebase.

Church
Participate in any church events that equip you 
to disciple your children. Ask church leaders for 
recommended resources. Form accountability and 
support groups with other parents. 

The Parent Home Improvement Center 

If  you’re like most parents,  
the task of shaping your children into disciples sounds a 
little ± well ± daunting$ You don't know where to begin 
and you feel a little ill-equipped for the job. 

Your greatest resource in parenting is the Holy Spirit. As you 
stay close to Him through Bible study and prayer, He will help 
you to be a Christlike role model and to make wise, loving 
decisions. (If you are not sure if the Holy Spirit lives inside 
you, talk to one of the Awana leaders at your church.)

But you have other resources too. Here are just some of the 
tools available to you.

Prayer
Pray for your children and with them. Pray at set times, like meals and 
bedtimes. Pray spontaneously too, thanking God or requesting His help in 
all of life's situations.

Club Handbooks
Each day, review with your child 
the Bible concepts and verses 
from his handbook sections 
or other take-home material. 
Purchase a Cubbies verse music 
CD to help your child (and you 
too$) memorize the verses. You 
can purchase a CD at  
www.awana.org/store .
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ry this simple activity to teach about God our Creator. Pick an unusual 

animal to study with your Cubbie. Visit this animal live if  possible 

(at a zoo or fair), or research it at the library or online. Note the 

animal’s colors, body type, habitat, sounds, special skills, etc. Thank 

God for making such a unique animal. But most of all, thank God for making you 

and your Cubbie. You both are more unique and special to God than any animal! 

Native to a rainforest in central Africa, 

the okapi (pronounced oh-COP-ee) has 

white and dark stripes like a zebra on 

her legs but a head like a giraffe – only 

with a much shorter neck. Also like 

a giraffe, the okapi has a long dark 

tongue, which she uses to reach leaves 

and even to clean her ears! 

A N I M A L  A D V E N T U R E S

CUBBIE BEAR’S
C O R N E R

ONE  

UNUSUAL  

ANIMAL IS  

THE OKAPI
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Try to connect the dots to ®nish 

drawing this Okapi. 

Then give her some stripes like 

the ones in the photo above.

If you need help, just ask your 

dad or mom.
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