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You probably know Psalm 23. Actually, if you 
were in Sparks!  you memorized it. Do you 
ever wonder why the Bible talks about us being 
sheep and the Lord being the shepherd? Being 
like a sheep isn't so bad ± it means that we're 
¯u"y and soft and cuddly, right? Not quite.

Actually, sheep aren't very smart animals. They 
tend to stay ¯ocked together ± they don't like 
to be far away from each other. They usually 
need to be herded to keep them moving in the 
right direction. And if the shepherd doesn't keep 
them moving, they'll eat all the grass in one area 
and won't leave any for later. Yeah, they're not 
the smartest animals you'll ever meet. 

Sometimes we aren't all that smart either. We 
need the Lord to direct us on how to live, where 
to go, what to do. We ®nd His instructions in His 
Word, the Bible. What would we do without the 
Lord as our shepherd? We'd be lost#

hepherd
We Need a

Here's one place you hopefully won't get lost! 

Your job is to start at the left side of the  

maze and ®nd your way to the right side.  

You might want to use a pencil just in case  

you need to start over. Have fun!

FINISH
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THIS WEEK'S FOCUS: Romans 12:1-6

DAILY READING: Mark 1:16-28; Mark 1:29-39; 
Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:14-17; Romans 12:1-6; 
Romans 12:7-13; Romans 12:14-21

Do you ever see someone serving at church and wish that 

you could serve that way too? Maybe you listen to a soloist or 

hear someone teach a great lesson and you feel sorry that you 

aren't serving the Lord as they are. 

Well, you know what? Romans 12:1-6 tells us that we all have 

di"erent gifts. We all have di"erent ways we can serve God 

and the church and others. So your job is to ®nd out what 

your gift is and use it.

You might not sing a solo in church, but can you hand out 

church bulletins? Maybe you aren't old enough to teach a 

class, but you can make sure the Sunday school rooms are 

clean after class. You might be someone who is great at en-

couraging others. You might have a sensitive heart and every 

time you see the same elderly person walk into church, you 

look forward to helping him to his seat.

There are all sorts of things we can do to serve God and the 

church. Take some time right now to think about what you 

like to do and how you can use what you like to do to serve. 

Come up with three ways you can serve.

Now your goal for this week is to do at least one of these 

three things#

Aug 8 - Aug 14

YOU CAN SERVE
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THIS WEEK'S FOCUS: Acts 4:32 - 5:11

DAILY READING: Acts 3:1-10; Acts 3:11-18; Acts 3:19-26; 
Acts 4:1-10; Acts 4:11-2; Acts 4:23-31; Acts 4:32-5:11

Aug 15 - Aug 21

By now you have the whole 
sharing thing down, right? No? 
Maybe you share your things but 
inside you're not happy about it. 
Or maybe you just don't share at 
all# Take a look at Acts 4:32-35. 

The believers here are the 
ones who recently became 
Christians. Their numbers were 
growing daily ± sometimes by 
the thousands each day# These 
believers were developing a 
strong friendship and union. 
Their actions told the apostles 
that they understood and 
trusted Jesus as Savior. Acts 
4:32 talks about how they 
shared their possessions. They 
wanted to be uni®ed and so 
they shared what they had.

So, if these new believers, 
many of whom did not have 
very much to begin with, could 
joyfully share everything (not 
just their toys or books or 
computer, but the little bit of 
food and clothing) they had with 
each other, why can't we share 
what we have when we have SO 
MUCH stu"?
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M E A P T X Y V D S X G D I Y
P F A L R S E Y F C D Y U O A
W N E S H D C B G O G R L N Z
C L O T H E S A E Q N I R B R
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Acts
Apostle
Believer
Christian

Time for a 
WORD SEARCH!

Clothes
Food
Friendship
Jesus

Possession
Share
Stu"
Union
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Aug 22 - Aug 28

THIS WEEK'S FOCUS: YOU PICK!
DAILY READING: YOU PICK!

THIS 
WEEK, 
go back and look 
at all the passages 
you've read this 
summer. Pick seven 
that stood out and 
have special meaning 
to you. Then choose 
one of those to focus on 
this week. Why? Because 
it's YOUR turn to be the 
writer# This week you get 
to write a short devotional 
about the passage you 
picked. Look up the passage 
in a commentary. Read about 
the person who wrote it, who 
it was written to and what it 
meant to the people of that day. 
Then think of how it applies to 
you right now. You can do it#

Great job. Studying and writing 
about the Word of God is a great 
way to encourage other Christians. 
Show your devotional to at least 
three people.

What did you think of BrainChecks this 
summer? Let us know what you think and 
what you'd like to see for next summer# 
E-mail us at kidsprint@awana.org.

YouÕre the Writer
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